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The IMLS and Connecting to Collections
“America’s collections are for everyone. They are 
discovered billions of times a year in libraries and 
museums across the country. They enlighten and 
inspire all of us. Yet they are at risk.
The Institute of Museum and Library Services has created Connecting 
to Collections: A Call to Action: a multi-year, multi-faceted national initiative to raise 
public awareness and inspire action.
The initiative is grounded in the results of A Public Trust at Risk: The Heritage 
Health Index Report on the State of America’s Collections. “
Text and logo copyright IMLS:  http://www.imls.gov/collections/index.htm
IMLS: Connecting to Collections
Copyright IMLS: http://www.imls.gov/collections/about/pdf/CtoC_Map_J ul09.pdf
The Heritage Health Index
“A Public Trust at Risk: The Heritage Health Index Report on the State of 
America’s Collections, was published in December 2005 and concluded that 
immediate action is needed to prevent the l oss of 190 million artifacts that are in 
need of conservation treatment. The report made four rec ommendati ons:
• Institutions must give priority to providing safe conditions for the 
collections they hold in trust. 
• Every collecting institution must develop an emergency plan to 
protect its collections and train staff to carry it out. 
• Every institution must assign responsibility for caring for collections to 
members  of its staff. 
• Individuals at all levels of government and in the private sector must 
assume responsibility for providing the support that will allow these 
collections to survive.“
https://www.heritagepreservation.org/HHI/index.html
State by State: Maryland and C2C
n The Maryland s tate application to IMLS for a 
C2C grant was  initiated by the Maryland 
Historical Trust Museum Assistance Program 
and the Maryland Archaeological 
Conservation Laboratory.
n MHT was joined by a group of local 
museums, libraries, historical societies and 
archives who are providing consultation and 
logistical support.
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The Maryland C2C Project: Goals
Pocket 
Response 
Guide
Cooperative 
Disaster 
Network
Online 
Disaster 
Preparation 
Tool
What is MdPlan?
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MDC2C: Pocket Response Guide
Heritage Preservation already 
has an excellent handbook 
Field Guide to Emergency 
Response and the quick 
reference Salvage Wheel. 
These should be on every 
museum ’s bookshelf.
Pocket Response Guide is a 
digital resource populated 
from MdPlan and listing 
local and regional 
emergency resources, as 
well as event checklists.  
https://www.heritagepreservation.org/catalog/default.asp
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Contact us!
n MDC2C Grant Lead:
q Nichole Doub, Head of Conservation, MAC Lab
q ndoub@mdp.state.md. us
